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	Essential Understandings: 

1. The development of reading and speaking vocabulary is essential to literacy.

2. A variety of strategies can be used to promote comprehension

3. Reading fluency is essential to comprehension.

4. Reading develops when students are engaged with meaningful text

5. Literary devices and conventions help to engage the reader in the text

6. Readers respond to literature in many ways.

7. Literature helps to shape human thought.

8. Authors and readers are influenced by their individual, social, cultural and historical contexts

9. Speaking and listening skills are necessary for effective communication.

10. Different types of writing are used to communicate ideas to a variety of audiences for a variety of purposes.

11. Research skills are used to make meaning from a variety of sources to answer questions and explore interests.

12. Culture affects the way language is used.

13. Rules of punctuation, capitalization, and usage must be applied for effective communication.

14. Correct sentence structure is necessary for effective communication

15. Appropriate word choice improves communication.

16. Spelling has rules and patterns.

	Content Standards:

1. Students read, comprehend, and respond in individual, literal, critical and evaluative ways to literary, informational, and persuasive texts in multimedia formats.
2. Students read and respond to classical and contemporary texts from many cultures and literary periods.
3. Students produce written, oral, and visual texts to express, develop, and substantiate ideas and expressions.
4. Students apply the conventions of standard written English in oral, written, and visual communication.


What is News? 

	Essential Question: What is the role of ethical journalism in democracy?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Distinguish among hard news, opinion, and feature

	Understand the First Amendment of the Constitution

	Know the difference between fact and opinion and understand how this difference affects credibility

	Be able to distinguish between news and “not-news”


	Suggested Strategies
	· Compose and articulate a definition of “news 

· Read and respond to selected hard news, feature, and opinion articles.

· Identify “not news.” (see FARK)

· Read and analyze the First Amendment of the Constitution

· Read and discuss news articles addressing First Amendment conflicts with journalists

· Apply definition of “news” to a discussion of possible news story topics.

	Suggested Assessments
	· Correctly recognize and label hard news, feature, and opinion writing.

· Compose a list of possible hard news and feature stories.

	Suggested Resources
	· Film: All the President’s Men

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Washington Post Watergate coverage: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/politics/specials/watergate/articles/

	Content Vocabulary
	· News, Feature, Opinion, Editorial, Report, Inference, Judgment 

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work
· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically
· Read critically for a variety of purposes
· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences
· Demonstrate productive habits of mind
· Adhere to Core Ethical Values


Ethics

	Essential Question: What is ethical journalism?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Distinguish between ethical and unethical behavior.

	Understand the power of journalists and the impact their stories can have on real people.

	Understand the legal limitations on a high school newspaper.

	Understand what creates bias

	Know what legally protected rights and restraints the First Amendment confer on journalists

	Know what behaviors could compromise objectivity

	Know what plagiarism is


	Suggested Strategies
	· Discuss and define the limits of free and protected speech
· Discuss and define the moral and ethical obligations that journalists owe to the public
· Define the legal limitations on a high school newspaper
· Engage students in Socratic discourse exploring hypothetical ethical dilemmas.

· Study the SPJ Code of Ethics

· Read and discuss the First Amendment of the Constitution

· Read and discuss news articles concerning First Amendment conflicts concerning high school journalists.  

	Suggested Assessments
	· Code of Ethics quiz

	Suggested Resources
	· Society of Professional Journalists’ Code of Ethics

· HSJ.org news aggregator

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Devils’ Advocate website: www.crhsnews.org 

	Content Vocabulary
	· Bias, Objective, Subjective, Integrity, Plagiarism

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work

· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically

· Read critically for a variety of purposes

· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences

· Demonstrate productive habits of mind

· Adhere to Core Ethical Values


Cultivating Sources, Gathering Information

	Essential Question: How does a journalist effectively and ethically gather information? 

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Understand and implement ethical strategies for pursuing information

	Understand how source selection affects the article

	Know the characteristics of source reliability

	Know and apply the conventions of journalistic citation


	Suggested Strategies
	· Participate in an editorial meeting:

· Contribute story ideas

· Suggest successful and ethical strategies in pursuing source information to other students

· Articulate sourcing strategies that will include a diverse array of sources

· Interview a classmate and record accurate notes.

· Study and practice writing style conventions for punctuation and attributions.

· Use correct punctuation and style conventions to present quoted source information
· Interview sources productively and accurately

	Suggested Assessments
	· Interview checklist completed by an adult volunteer. 

· Style sheet assessment

	Suggested Resources
	· Devils’ Advocate style sheet

· The Society of Professional Journalists’ Code of Ethics

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Mini-disk recorder

· Word processing

· Subject specific web research

	Content Vocabulary
	· Source, Interview, Attribution 

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work

· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically

· Read critically for a variety of purposes

· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences

· Demonstrate productive habits of mind

· Adhere to Core Ethical Values


Constructing the News Story

	Essential Question: How does a writer successfully use text to inform, report fact to, engage, and attract readers?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Understand the organizational differences between a news story and other kinds of writing

	Know and implement the correct style conventions for a hard news story

	Understand how a lede paragraph draws in and engages readers

	Be able to construct an effective lede paragraph

	Know what material is reliable, useful, important, etc.

	Be able to select appropriate material to include in stories


	Suggested Strategies
	· Writing workshop 
· Write a compelling lede paragraph that will draw in and inform readers.
· Peer/group editing

· Create an organizational strategy for gathering source material
· Identify and choose the most important and most compelling source material from the total source material

	Suggested Assessments
	· Produce a publishable news article

	Suggested Resources
	· AP Stylebook

· Devils’ Advocate style book

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Devils’ Advocate website: www.crhsnews.org 

	Content Vocabulary
	· Lede, Headline, Byline, Caption, Photo credit, 

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work

· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically

· Read critically for a variety of purposes

· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences

· Demonstrate productive habits of mind

· Adhere to Core Ethical Values


Creative Non-Fiction and Features 

	Essential Question: Can news be literature?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Understand the definition of features

	Know and apply effective elements of feature writing

	Understand the roles of description, dialogue, and exposition in feature writing

	Understand that news outlets’ have an obligation to engage diverse voices within their community


	Suggested Strategies
	· Read and respond to selected feature articles.

· Apply definition of “feature” to a discussion of possible feature story topics.

· Participate in an editorial meeting.

	Suggested Assessments
	· Correctly recognize and label hard news, feature, and opinion writing.

· Compose a feature article

	Suggested Resources
	· Film: Shattered Glass

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Devils’ Advocate web site

	Content Vocabulary
	· Feature, lede, description, 

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work

· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically

· Read critically for a variety of purposes

· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences

· Demonstrate productive habits of mind

· Adhere to Core Ethical Values


Photojournalism

	Essential Question: How do photographers successfully use images to inform, report fact to, engage, and attract readers?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Know the textual characteristics of a successful news photo

	Understand the characteristics of a news photo

	Know how photos can complement and interact with text

	Understand that photos convey meaning or stories


	Suggested Strategies
	· Photography demonstration and slideshow

· Guest speaker 
· Take and publish photos that convey stories. 
· Correctly format and label photos with captions and bylines. 
· Take and publish photos that compliment and interact with text.
· Infer story and message from photos

	Suggested Assessments
	· Photojournalism portfolio assessment 

	Suggested Resources
	· MAGNUM photo essays

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Devil’s Advocate website: www.crhsnews.org 

· Digital Cameras

· Adobe Photoshop

· Photobucket

	Content Vocabulary
	· Composition, Camera angle, Deep focus, Candid, Posed 

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work

· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically

· Read critically for a variety of purposes

· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences

· Demonstrate productive habits of mind

· Adhere to Core Ethical Values


Writing Opinion
	Essential Question: How does a writer effectively persuade a reader?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Understand the organizational separation between opinion and hard news writing

	Know and apply effective persuasive strategies

	Understand the differences in voice and diction between persuasive and expository writing

	Understand how to establish and effectively use credibility to persuade 


	Suggested Strategies
	· Writing workshop 
· Write an opinion piece.
· Write a group editorial.
· Peer/group editing

· Implement effective persuasive strategies

· Create an organizational strategy for gathering source material

	Suggested Assessments
	· Produce a publishable opinion article
· Produce a publishable editorial.

	Suggested Resources
	· AP Stylebook

· Devils’ Advocate style book

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Devils’ Advocate website: www.crhsnews.org 

	Content Vocabulary
	· Credibility, judgment, opinion, editorial, column, argument,  

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work

· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically

· Read critically for a variety of purposes

· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences

· Demonstrate productive habits of mind

· Adhere to Core Ethical Values
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